






The Role of (Christian) Spirituality in 
the Economy in the Light of Laudato si’
Abstract
The global economic crises at the beginning of the third millennium revealed the harmful 
consequences for the whole of society and the environment that the myth of the “deified” 
economy brings. Many researchers have been encouraged to begin exploring the causes 
of crises intensively. The author thinks that it is more important to look for ways to imple-
ment the economy in a way that serves the common good and a common home. The path 
to renewal of the economy the author sees described primarily in the direction that Pope 
Francis presented in the Laudato si’. Therefore, he puts forward the thesis that in the light 
of Laudato si’ (Christian) spirituality plays an important role in the economy. To confirm the 
thesis, the author briefly defines economics and spirituality. Then follows a presentation of 
fundamental orientations based on the analysis in Laudato si’ that could enable economic 
recovery. In the end, the author describes how a renewed Christian spirituality and dia-












alleviate,  eliminate,  and  prevent  them  from  recurring.  Researches  attribute 












































































spirits. Contrary  to  the mindset  of  the prevailing  secularised, materialistic, 
and consumer culture,  it  is precisely  in  spirituality  that  they have “discov-
ered”  the  lost  or  hidden  dimension  of  their  lives.  Even  before  the  turn  of 
the millennium, spirituality has become the key to finding the direction and 
meaning of life (King 1992, 18).











vidual  (as opposed  to  institutional),  freeing and  trustworthy  (neither  restrictive nor  suspect), 














and fundamental evangelical values  in personal and community  life,  in  the 







Modern secular society has  introduced secular spirituality  in  today’s world 
emphasizing  humanistic  values  such  as  love,  compassion,  patience,  toler-


























mum  technocracy,  etc. The constant  search  for  this has  led  to  serious eco-
nomic  crises. The question  arises  as  to which guidelines  and guides  could 
help to renew the economy so that it can truly be what it is supposed to be in 
its fundamental sense.
2. Fundamental orientations and 
  guidelines for the renewal of the economy









the  result of  an economy  that did not  care about  a  common home and  the 
common good,  I am convinced  that  the  search of guidelines  for a  solution 
to the ecological crisis may also be useful in determining guidelines to find 
a possible economic recovery. The justification for using these guidelines to 
renew  the  economy  is  also  confirmed  by  comparing  these  guidelines  with 
the  document  of  the  Pontifical  Council  Justice  and  Peace  (2012)  Vocation 







































A) The common good
The common good is the sum of those living conditions of social and eco-











he belongs and for which he is called to care for its well-being (Malović, 




B) Sustainable and integrated development
Pope Francis specifically stresses how the new economy should abandon the 










promotes  human  personal,  social,  economic  and  political  rights,  including 






















D) Developing a culture of mutual life and 


























F) Moderation, joy, and peace














Pope Francis  emphasises  that Christian  spirituality  should  invite every hu-
man being to “a prophetic and contemplative lifestyle, one capable of deep 
enjoyment free of the obsession with consumption” (222). Naturally, this is 
true  if  the  old  doctrine  is  adopted,  which  in  some  of  its  regular  traditions 
is also present in the Bible: “The conviction that ‘less is more’” (222). The 
constant accumulation of consumer opportunities scatters the heart of human 
being  and prevents  them  from appreciating  everything  and  every moment. 









3. Renewed Christian spirituality 
    for the renewal of the economy
Today’s times need a more humane, compassionate, and solidary economy. 
Such an economy can emerge from following the above directions and guide-































































































costless  love and devote  themselves  to  the deepening of  their mutual  rela-
tions, even to the poorest, and to nature in all its complexity (LS 236–237; 
VBL 69).
Together with  the Second Vatican Council, Pope Francis  argues  that  “man 
is the center, the focus, and the purpose of all economic and social life” (GS 
63; LS 127). When a person no longer holds this function and when they lose 
























































































The book God, Money and Consciousness (Grün & Zeitz, 2011) is also fasci-
nating. It is written in a popular style as a conversation between the contem-
plative Benedictine monk Anselm Grün and Jochen Zeitz,  the  top manager 
of  the multinational  corporation Puma.  In  it, Grün presents how  the  entire 












which can enable  its  renewal  so  that  it  can  serve  the  common good and a 
common home. The more people are engaged in ecumenical, interreligious, 
and intercultural dialogue, the more likely the new economy will come to life 































Beaudoin, Tom (2007): Consuming Faith: Integrating Who We Are with What We Buy, 
Sheed & Ward, Lanham.








Grün, Anzelm; Zeitz, Jochen (2011): Bog, vest in denar: menih in menedžer v pogovoru 
[God, Consciousness and Money: A Monk and a Manager Talk], translated by Fras, Mak-
similijan, Družina, Ljubljana.
Kame, Greg; Tshaka, Rothney S. (2015): “Morality and spirituality: The missing link for 




Krašovec, Jože (2014): “Komparativna presoja koncepta pravičnosti v antiki” [“Compara-
tive Scrutiny of the Concept of Justice in Antiquity”], Edinost in dialog 69 (2014) 1–2, 
pp. 17–31.
Malović, Nenad (2015): “Država – za opće dobro” [“The State – for the Common Good”], 
in: Matulić, Tonči; et al. (eds.): 50. obljetnica svečanog otvaranja i početka Drugoga 
vatikanskog koncila (1962.−2012.)  [50th Anniversary of the Sacramental Opening and 
Beginning of the Second Vatican Council (1962 − 2012.)], Katolički bogoslovni fakultet 
Sveučilišta u Zagrebu, Kršćanska sadašnjost, Glas Koncila, Zagreb 2015, pp. 675–684.
Marinčić, Mile; Čović, Berislav (2012): “Mogući doprinosi integrativne bioetike u 
premošćivanju jaza u odnosu vjera – znanost” [“Possible Contributions of Integrative 
Bioethics in Bridging the Gap Between Faith and Science”], Obnovljeni život 67 (2012) 
1, pp. 107–121.
O’Donohue, John (1998): “Spirituality as  the art of  real presence”, Way Supplement 92 
(1998), pp. 85–101.
Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace (2012), Vocation of the Business Leader [= VBL]. 
Available  at:  http://www.iustitiaetpax.va/content/dam/giustiziaepace/presidenteinterven-
ti/2012/2012_LYON_VBL_ENG.pdf (accessed on 30 December 2018).
Pope  Francis  (2013):  Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium  [=  EG].  Available  at: 
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_
esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html (accessed on 20 September 2017).
Pope  Francis  (2015):  Encyclical Letter “Laudato si’” [=  LS].  Available  at:  http://
w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_
enciclica-laudato-si.html (accessed on 18 September 2017).







Pope Paul VI, Gaudium et Spes: Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World. 









tion and fear of the future”, in: Juhant, Janez; Žalec, Bojan (eds.): From culture of fear to 
society of trust, Lit, Wien, pp. 239–247.
Sheldrake, Philip  (2012): Spirituality: A Very Short Introduction, University Press, Ox-
ford.
Štuhec, Ivan Janez (2009): “Skupno dobro” [“Common Good”], in: Štuhec, Ivan Janez; 




Bog, vest in denar: menih in menedžer v pogovoru  [God, Consciousness and Money. A 
Monk and a Manager Talk], Družina, Ljubljana, pp. 7–13.
Zyzak, Wojciech (2017): “Teologiczne podstawy duchowości ekologicznej: refleksja na 
kanwie encykliki papieża Franciszka Laudato sí” [“Theological Foundations for Ecologi-
cal Spirituality. Reflections Based on Pope Francis’ Encyclical Letter Laudato sí”], in: 
Tirpák, Peter; Partyka, Józef  (eds.): Edukacja i duchowość ekologiczna  [Education and 
Ecological Spirituality], Ojcowski Park Narodowy, Ojców, pp. 13–24.
Ivan Platovnjak
Uloga (kršćanske) duhovnosti u 
ekonomiji u svjetlu djela Laudato si’
Sažetak
Globalna ekonomska kriza na početku trećeg tisućljeća otkrila je štetne posljedice za čitavo 
društvo i okoliš što ih mit ‘glorificirane’ ekonomije donosi. Mnogi su istraživači bili ohrabre-
ni da započnu intenzivno istraživanje uzroka kriza. Autor smatra da je važnije tražiti načine 
implementiranja ekonomije na način putem kojeg će služiti zajedničkom dobru i zajedničkom 
domu. Put obnove ekonomije autor nalazi upisanim prvenstveno u smjeru koji je Papa Franjo 
predstavio u Laudato si’. Temeljem toga, autor iznosi tezu da u svjetlu Laudato si’ (kršćanska) 
duhovnost igra važnu ulogu u ekonomiji. Da bi tu tezu potvrdio, autor sažeto definira ekonomiju 
i spiritualnost. Zatim slijedi prezentacija temeljnih orijentacija na osnovi analize iz Laudato 
si’, koje bi mogle omogućiti ekonomski oporavak. Na kraju, autor opisuje kako obnovljena 
kršćanska duhovnost i dijalog mogu pomoći individuama i zajednicama u oblikovanju osnovnih 
smjernica za novu ekonomiju.
Ključne riječi
ekonomika, nova ekonomija, kršćanstvo, duhovnost, ekonomska duhovnost, zajedničko dobro, zajed-






Die Rolle der (christlichen) Spiritualität 
in der Wirtschaft im Lichte der Laudato si’
Zusammenfassung
Die globale Wirtschaftskrise zu Beginn des dritten Jahrtausends hat die schädlichen Folgen für 
die gesamte Gesellschaft und die Umwelt offengelegt, die der Mythos der „vergötterten“ Wirt-
schaft mit sich bringt. Viele Forscher wurden ermutigt, die Erforschung der Ursachen von Kri-
sen intensiv in Angriff zu nehmen. Der Autor hält es für wichtiger, nach Wegen zu suchen, um die 
Wirtschaft so zu implementieren, dass sie dem Gemeinwohl und einem gemeinsamen Zuhause 
dient. Den Weg zur Erneuerung der Wirtschaft sieht der Autor in erster Linie in der Richtung be-
schrieben, die Papst Franziskus in Laudato si’ vorstellte. Also unterbreitet er die These, dass im 
Lichte von Laudato si’ die (christliche) Spiritualität eine wichtige Rolle in der Ökonomie spielt. 
Um die These zu bestätigen, definiert der Autor kurz Ökonomie und Spiritualität. Anschließend 
werden grundlegende Orientierungen vorgestellt, die auf der Analyse in Laudato si’ beruhen 
und eine wirtschaftliche Erholung ermöglichen könnten. Zum Schluss schildert der Autor, wie 
eine erneuerte christliche Spiritualität und ein Dialog den Einzelpersonen und Gemeinschaften 





Rôle de la spiritualité (chrétienne) 
dans l’économie à la lumière de Laudato Si’
Résume
Les crises économiques mondiales du début du troisième millénaire ont révélé les conséquences 
néfastes pour l’ensemble de la société et de l’environnement générées par le mythe de l’éco-
nomie « déifiée ». De nombreux chercheurs ont été encouragés à commencer une exploration 
intensive des causes des crises. L’auteur croit qu’il est plus important de chercher des moyens 
de mettre en œuvre l’économie de manière qu’elle serve le bien commun et la maison commune. 
L’auteur voit la voie du renouvellement de l’économie inscrite principalement dans la direction 
présentée par le pape François dans Laudato si’. Or, il propose la thèse selon laquelle, à la lu-
mière de Laudato si’, la spiritualité (chrétienne) joue un rôle important dans l’économie. Pour 
confirmer la thèse, l’auteur définit brièvement l’économie et la spiritualité. Vient ensuite une 
présentation des orientations fondamentales basée sur l’analyse de Laudato si’ qui pourraient 
permettre la reprise économique. Finalement, l’auteur décrit comment une spiritualité et un 
dialogue chrétiens renouvelés peuvent aider les individus et les communautés à établir les prin-
cipes de base pour une nouvelle économie.
Mots-clés
économie, nouvelle économie, christianisme, spiritualité, spiritualité économique, bien commun, mai-
son commune, Laudato si’, dialogue
